2006 GCA Annual Meeting
Friday, June 30, 2006

Anaheim Marriott, Anaheim, CA

Grand Ballroom, Salon E

Attendees: Drew Allen, Robin Alpenglow, Lloyd Anderson, Mark Benoit, Andy Chong, Barry Clasper, DC Cronyn, Syb Eaglewood, Tom Earle, James Effinger, Bill Eyler, Kent Forrester, Ray Fulcher, Keith Gehrig, Kurt Gollhardt, Betsy Gotta, John Herriott, Alan Hirsch, Chi Chi Hoffner-Stolarick, Allan Hurst, Brian Jarvis, Kris Jensen, Troy Johnson, Arlene Kaspik, Brian Keating, Harlan Kerr, Ron Legters, Seth Levine, Michael Levy, Ross Lopton, Ett McAtee, Bruce MacDonald, Tim McNamara, Michael Maltenfort, Nick Martellaci, Tim Matteson, Eric Mulder, Chuck Novak, John Oldfield, Del Powell, Richard Reel, Howard Richman, Costa Roussakis, Ken Sale, Terry Sherrer, Andy Shore, J.P. Slater, Fen Tamanaha, Larry Tradup, Clara Welch, Nathan Williams, Delta Wong, Gary Young
Call to Order: 5:32 pm

Opening, Welcome

Nick Martellacci

Nick welcomed the GCA membership. He then acknowledged All Join Hands for their support of the GCA Caller School.
Introduction of members present (53 in attendance)

Minutes from 2005 Annual Meeting
Michael Levy

Michael read the 2005 minutes.
Motion to accept the minutes: John Oldfield/Ett McAtee/UVV 

Treasurer’s Report

Alan Hirsch
$8500 on hand before member renewals
$1875 received in Caller School registration fees
No other liabilities

Net equity in checking $7387

$1950 donation from 
$7.76 interest

$345 dues

Expenses of $2550 for GCA caller school

Miscellaneous expense of $300 for caller school scholarships
$70 Callerlab membership fee

Net outflow $285.28

Motion to Accept Treasurer’s Report: Terry Sherrer/JP Slater/UVV
2006 Executive Committee Votes

Michael Levy
1. Shall the GCA contribute $50 to All Join Hands in thanks for their co-sponsorship of the 2005 GCA Caller School? (7/19/2005)

Aye: 4
Nay: 2


2. Shall the GCA spend $20 to purchase an archival copy of the GCA group photograph from the 2005 Convention? (7/19/2005)

Aye: 6
Nay: 0


3. Shall the GCA place an advertisement in the Bradley Bell at a cost of $15? (8/6/2005)

Aye: 6
Nay: 0


4. Shall the GCA contribute $100 to Square Dancers for Katrina to assist with relief efforts for victims of Hurrican Katrina? (9/7/2005)

Aye: 6
Nay: 0


5. Shall the GCA allocate $1500 towards scholarships for attendees of the 2006 GCA Caller School and award both partial scholarships in the amount of $75 and full scholarships in the amount of $150? (12/20/2005)

Aye: 6
Nay: 0


6. Shall the GCA renew its membership in Callerlab at a cost of $75? (3/18/2006)

Aye: 6
Nay: 0


7. Shall the GCA contract with hotel catering to provide boxed meals for the attendees of the GCA 2006 Annual Meeting at a cost of $24.95 per person? (3/19/2006)

Aye: 0
Nay: 6

Question from Seth: How many scholarships were given?
3 full scholarships and 2 partial scholarships were awarded for the 2006 GCA Caller School.

Caller School Report

Tim McNamara

School went very well this year. Coaches and students had good feedback. There were 30 students, 10 per level. It was three long, busy days. Anne Uebelacker, Todd Fellegy, and Mike DeSisto were great. All received very good feedback. Tim was very pleased with the beginners group which was outstanding.

Some different things were tried this year. Each teaching assistant worked with the same student group for the entire three days. The coaches met with all levels. This worked out really well. Tim recommends continuing this. Social events were important to the school. Tim recommends planning social events to play together in addition to working hard.

Tim has enjoyed doing the caller school for the last several years. 

Anne Uebelacker and Deborah Carroll-Jones have been contracted for next year. A third coach will be added if enough students enroll.
Ett McAtee asked if the GCA dance was announced. Tim indicated it was announced, but not well. There was trouble getting the convention committee to publicize the event on Friday morning. However, seven squares were dancing at one point. The hall was conveniently located right in the middle of registration and occurred just before the delegates meeting, both of which helped attendance. A suggestion was made to hold it near the registration location again in future years.
Rich Reel was recognized for providing sound to the Callers School.
Callerlab Report

Andy Shore

The 2006 Callerlab Convention took place in Charlotte, NC. There was a good turnout of GCA members and friends. There were no major changes to the program lists. There was a vote to restore the Basic program, mostly to appease the European community who still recognize Basic as a viable dance program.
Next year’s convention will be in Colorado Springs; 2008 will be in Las Vegas

Tim Mariner is Chairman of the Board

Betsy Gotta was awarded the Callerlab Milestone Award which is presented in recognition of dedication and accomplishment. The requirements are quite rigorous. Andy expressed that he was quite proud of Betsy [GCA members applauded Betsy’s accomplishment]. Cal Cambell was also recognized which was well deserved

Chi Chi Hoffner-Stolarick discussed his experience as a first-timer at the Callerlab Convention. He got a tremendous amount of information by attending and was pleasantly surprised by the number of GCA members in attendance. For him, the highlight was meeting some of the great names in square dance calling and spending time with them socially. He highly encourages people to go. He heard many comments that it was good to see young people in the activity.

OLD BUSINESS

2006 Convention Slots

Nick Martellacci apologized for the problems that occurred in scheduling convention calling slots. The board expressed its commitment to improve the process in the future.

Those who did not get to call will receive preference in 2007. Allan Hurst, Michael Maltenfort, and others offered to give up calling slots to those who did not get any. A list will be made of donated slots and people sign up for those slots.

Howard Richman noted that the convention committee differs each year when they tell him what slots are available in the schedule. The deadline for GCA members to sign up is usually April 1; in 2007 the deadline will be March 1 due to the early date of convention. Howard is generally is done assigning slots by April 15 and it gets approved by the convention and Nick Martellacci. Schedule changes are inevitable.
Brian Jarvis acknowledged Howard Richman for his on-going efforts at assigning slots.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Andy Shore proposed bringing in other caller school coaches besides those on the convention staff; he asked that qualified GCA members be considered for the coaches positions.

Nick expressed he is personally in favor of using qualified GCA members as coaches. However, we need to sell seats and “big name” callers serve that purpose - also helps convention committee get someone on staff by offering the school as an additional benefit.

Seth Levine pointed out the Convention is already paying the staff caller’s airfare which saves costs for GCA. We would pay that cost if coaches are not on staff already. Andy Shore suggested utilizing AJH underwriting to offset the cost of airfare for non-staff coaches.


Nick raised a concern of ego issues when hiring our own members to coach us. How would students feel by being critiqued by someone we called with in a fly-in?


Ett McAtee proposed a letter of recommendation from a recognized coach being sent along with letter of interest.
2. Rich Reel on gca@all8.com

gca@all8.com is a public forum, not an official list. Non GCA members are on that list. Should we have a managed list for official business? It would be maintained by Rich and GCA Secretary. Individuals may opt out if they don’t want to be included.

Motion to create official list: John Oldfield/JP Slater/UVV

If email address bounces, snail mail will be sent. Rich will set up the list and grant access to Secretary 

3. Newsletter Editor: Kris Jensen is stepping down. Thanked her for many hours spent on this effort. Many people willing to consider. Allan Hurst has agreed to take over this role.
4. Paper copies of latest Newsletter available for people to pick up

5. GCA accidentally omitted from photo schedule. Our group photo will be taken at 3:30 on Saturday
6. Andy Shore promoted the Northwest Caller School

7. Michael Maltenfort will coordinate GCA calling opportunities at Chicago’s Crossfire fly-in over Labor Day weekend.
8. Bill Eyler – 10:00 Sat, 9:00 Sunday will present a 1-hour workshop on learning how to call, sponsored by GCA. Bill, Kris, Andy, Harlan on panel. Elmer Sheffield held first one at 1984, Harlan 1988.

ELECTIONS

Vice President

Primary responsibility is running the caller school. GCA pays for VP’s hotel room during caller school.

Two candidates for VP: 

Chi Chi Hoffner-Stolarick
Brian Keating

Motion to close nominations: Alan Hirsch/Terry Sherrer/UVV
Candidates presented their statements.
Motion for candidates to leave the room: Ett McAtee/not seconded/motion failed
Written vote taken:

Chi Chi received the majority of the votes

Secretary

Acclaimation to re-elect Michael Levy as Secretary

Recognition and gift presentation to Tim McNamara, out-going Vice President
Adjournment: 6:50
